Changing practice patterns in general ophthalmology.
1. The orientation of general ophthalmic practice in the United States has undergone a dramatic metamorphosis from frequent use of hospital inpatient services, to primarily an outpatient subspecialty. 2. Improved surgical techniques and instrumentation have resulted in excellent outcomes while limiting impatient resource utilization. 3. Screening for appropriate outpatient candidates, in addition to patient education, has been demonstrated to positively influence outcomes.